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environment that encourages constructive feedback,
collaboration, and professional growth. Beyond showcasing
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institutions that can inspire future partnerships and advance
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The 6th Multidisciplinary Conference for Young Researchers
(MCYR) was held on 9–10 October 2025 in Prague, Czech Republic,
hosted by the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague (CZU) and
organised by the BioResources & Technology Division (BRT) of the
Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences (FTZ). Bringing together early-
career researchers from around the world, the conference explored
the subtheme “Science and Innovation: Advancing the Path to a
Sustainable Future.”
MCYR fostered inspiring discussions on sustainable agriculture,
circular bioeconomy, artificial intelligence, open science, and
climate resilience, providing a platform for young researchers to
present their work and build cross-disciplinary connections.
Supported through the AgriSciences Platform for Scientific
Enhancement of HEIs in Ukraine by the Czech Republic’s
Development Cooperation and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
event embodied purposeful cooperation. Key partners, including
AgriSci-UA, OSIRIS, COMUNIDAD, BIO-CAPITAL, and UNICOM,
enriched the programme with diverse approaches to open science,
bioeconomy, and university–community collaboration. MCYR 2025
reaffirmed its mission to empower young researchers and promote
innovation for a more sustainable future.

MCYR 2025



Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hynek Roubík 
Head of the Scientific Committee 
Czech University of Life Sciences Prague,
Prague, Czech Republic

Dr. Viktoriia Chubur 
 Czech University of Life Sciences Prague, 
Prague, Czech Republic

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yelizaveta Chernysh 
Sumy State University, Sumy, Ukraine; 
Czech University of Life Sciences Prague,
Prague, Czech Republic

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Iryna Ablieieva 
Sumy State University, Sumy, Ukraine; 

Dr. Nils Haneklaus 
Universität für Weiterbildung Krems,
Krems an der Donau, Austria; Technische
Universität Bergakademie Freiberg,
Freiberg, Germany

Dr. Chama Theodore Ketuama 
 Czech University of Life Sciences Prague, 
Prague, Czech Republic

Dr. Aishwarya Chaure 
Czech University of Life Sciences Prague, 
Prague, Czech Republic

MCYR 2025 
SCIENTIFIC 
COMMITTEE

Dr. Mijalche Santa 
Ss. Cyril and Methodius University
 in Skopje, North Macedonia

Dr. Hesham Lotfy 
Delta University for Science 
and Technology, Al-Dakahlia, Egypt

Dr. Raed Jafar 
 Tishreen University, Latakia, Syria

Prof. Mykola Kharytonov 
Dnipro State Agrarian and Economic
University, Dnipro, Ukraine

Assoc. Prof. Oleksandr Kubatko 
 Sumy State University, Sumy, Ukraine

Prof. Le Dinh Phung 
University of Agriculture and Forestry,
Hue University, Hue city, Vietnam



This year’s MCYR conference
features a range of thematic
sessions that cover key aspects of
global and societal challenges:
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The keynote speeches explored how curiosity drives
purposeful and transparent research, the value of equitable
North–South collaboration in advancing global knowledge,
and the need to embrace change in academia with openness
and innovation. Together, they inspired early-career
researchers to pursue science that is ethical, connected, and
impactful.
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Abstract: Cardiovascular and cerebrovascular diseases are leading causes of mortality and morbidity 
globally, placing a significant burden on healthcare systems and society. Early identification of 
individuals at increased risk is essential for timely intervention and prevention. In the Czech Republic, 
general practitioners conduct biannual preventive check-ups; however, attendance remains suboptimal. 
According to the Institute of Health Information and Statistics (IHIS), only 47.8% of men and 49.6% of 
women w ith health insurance attended these check-ups in 2022. This study aimed to assess the prevalence 
of selected cardiovascular risk factors among working adults and to evaluate whether workplace-based 
screening could complement standard preventive check-ups. Non-invasive assessments included the 
ankle-brachial index, blood pressure in all extremities, pulse wave velocity, and body composition. 
Cholesterol and blood glucose were measured using invasive methods. The study was conducted in the 
�q�œ�•�Ç�1�� �Ž�•�’�˜�—�1�Š�•�1�Ÿarious workplaces during working hours. Participants were working adults who spoke 
Czech and provided informed consent. Elevated total cholesterol was found in 63% of men and 56% of 
women. Elevated LDL was more prevalent in men (56%) than women (43%). Upper limb hypertension 
was observed in 47% of men and 37% of women; lower limb hypertension in 49% of men and 30% of 
women. Diastolic hypertension was more frequent than systolic in both sexes. A considerable share of 
participants showed risk factors for cardiovascular disease, such as elevated cholesterol and hypertension. 
These results suggest the potential benefit of targeted preventive interventions in workplace settings.  

Keywords: cardiovascular disease; primary prevention; cardiovascular risk 
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Abstract: The cooperative agreements and partnerships between industries and higher education 

institutions (universities) that are intended to promote innovation, research, and development are 

referred to as university-industry linkages. These connections make it easier to share resources, 

technology, and expertise, which benefits scholarly research, student’s career and business operations. 

The purpose of this study is to investigate how university-industry linkages shapes student’s future in 

terms of future employment opportunities specifically in Lithuania. The methodology used for this study 

is the quantitative research; survey questionnaire was used to gather the data from students of Lithuania 

specifically from business and engineering departments from various universities. The findings of the 

study highlight that the strong linkages between universities and industries have a huge impact on 

students’ careers and helps students in shaping their career. To conclude, universities and industry must 

form stronger, more organized links, to effectively bridge the gap between education and employment. 

University-industry linages are essential in improving students' employability and career readiness.  

Keywords: Lithuania; students future; university-industry linkages  

  



 
 

168 

The Potential of Integrating PEST Analysis and Arjun 

Apadurrai’s Global Flows Concept to Develop a Glocality 

Model for Trans-mediation in the Digital Culture Era 
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Abstract: Developed by a study of adaptation and multimodality of art films in the digital era conducted 

between 2020 and early 2025—the literature review, theoretical analysis, synthesis, and integration of 

theories revealed that the process of creating artworks representing national ideology in the global era is 

complex, yet no global model exists to map this process. Urgency of this research stems from two previous 

case studies: Garin Nugroho's film "Setan Jawa" (2016) and the South Korean film "Secretly, Greatly" 

(2013), transmediation (alih wahana, Ind.) from the webcomic “Covertness”—which contain symbols and 

visual ideologies that reflect their respective cultural identities. Adaptation involves not merely 

translating but also transforming cross-media texts without losing the values/meanings of their source 

materials. Globalization—in this case—accessible space for cross-cultural collaboration, but also brings 

the potential for erosion of local values. This phenomenon becomes a basis for model development. 

Therefore, the concept of glocalization—the adaptation of global elements into local contexts—is 

important in developing a model for transmedia works. Use a transdisciplinary approach based on PEST 

analysis integrated with global flows, which indicates five global cultural landscapes related to the 

concept of glocalization proposed by Arjun Appadurai--as well as an exploratory-constructive model 

development method—this research aims to formulate a simplified PEST-based Glocalization Model for 

Transmedia Works as a guide for creators producing works representative of national ideology. 

Integrating PEST Analysis and Global Flows Concept of Arjun Appadurai potentially strengthening 

art/design as a strategic communication medium and potentially making scientific contributions.  

Keywords: transmediation; glocalization; PEST analysis 
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Merepresentasikan Ideologi Bangsa". We also thanks to the research’s team member: Luki Lukmanul 

Hakim, Muhammad Arvi Suria, and Azka Zahra Maziya (Forum Film Bandung). 
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Abstract: The South Korean film "Secretly, Greatly" (2013) is an adaptation of the webcomic "Covertness," 

which tells the story of three North Korean agents who become spies in South Korea. In digital culture, 

intermediation (alih wahana, Ind.) becomes an activity that has the potential to present a more massive 

transfer of values between generations. In intermediation process, translation and/or transposition of 

narratives can occur. Using a semiotic approach, the film's visual ideology is analyzed, focusing on 

cinematographic elements and then aligning them with political communication in Indonesia. The 

intermediation process from webcomic "Covertness” to film "Secretly, Greatly" occurs through 

transposition, where new signs are constructed to present the film's visual ideology. Although Indonesia 

and South Korea have different cultural backgrounds, both countries share a commonality: they are both 

experiencing similar digital political dynamics. Authoritarian nationalism and repression of identity are 

reflected in the visual symbols created in the film. A state of information polarization is constructed in 

harmony with the ideology implicitly communicated through the film. From the results of the analysis, it 

is concluded that the contextualization of the film "Secretly, Greatly" with political communication in 

Indonesia—also intermediation process—in the era of digital culture is that the film becomes a reflection 

of how power can shape public perception to maintain the stability of ideology with symbols and media.  

Keywords: visual ideology; political communication; intermediation; digital culture 

Acknowledgement: This abstract is published as an output of the project supported and financed by Lembaga 
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226/B.005/LPPM/ITENAS/IV/2025 entitled Konstruksi Ideologi Visual Dalam Membangun Citra Politik 

Bangsa Pada Film Alih Wahana “Secretly, Greatly” (2013) Dan Kontekstualisasinya Pada Komunikasi 
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Abstract: In Indonesia’s highland regions, where conditions favor horticulture, smallholder farmers are 

increasingly encouraged to shift from local rice cultivation to high-value vegetable production. This 

transition offers benefits such as higher incomes, shorter planting cycles, and market opportunities, yet is 

also shaped by external stakeholders and cultural ties to rice farming. However, the role of stakeholder 

interactions and socio-cultural norms in shaping farmers' decisions remains understudied. This study 

aims to (1) identify key stakeholders, (2) analyze how their dynamics influence transition decisions, and 

(3) assess long-term outcomes for farmers. We employed a decision analysis approach integrating 

quantitative probabilistic modelling with qualitative methods. Data were gathered through a literature 

review and semi-structured interviews with 34 individuals in Sinjai District, South Sulawesi, Indonesia. 

Stakeholders were identified and categorized based on attributes such as experience, availability, 

relevance, and influence. We developed an impact pathway to explore how stakeholder dynamics affect 

decision-making and a conceptual model to simulate the expected costs-benefits, and long-term outcomes 

for farmers. We identified 26 stakeholder types involved in the transition decision, 11 of whom were 

categorized as potential core experts, most being different types of farmers. Although vegetable farming 

shows higher long-term income potential, several farmers expressed concerns about food security and the 

cultural significance of rice, influencing their continued cultivation of rice. This study highlights that 

economic potential alone does not drive crop transition. Stakeholder relationships and cultural 

attachments can influence farmers’ decision-making. Strengthening collaboration among stakeholders 

will be essential to support sustainable and resilient agricultural transitions in Indonesia.  

Keywords: agricultural transition; cultural value; decision analysis; horticulture; rice farming; 

stakeholder 
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Abstract: Despite global and regional policies promoting organic farming, there has been limited research 

on the factors driving farmers in Albania and other Balkan countries to seek organic certification. This 

study addresses this gap by identifying and analyzing the determinants that influence Albanian farmers' 

intentions to pursue organic certification, with a focus on their individual characteristics and farm-level 

variables. The study utilized a structured survey of 243 farmers, conducted in 2020. The data collected 

was then analyzed using a probit regression model to identify the determinants of farmers' intentions to 

pursue organic certification, based on their individual and farm-level characteristics. A key finding is that 

only 6% of the surveyed farmers currently have organic certification, while 29% intend to get it. The study 

also found that younger farmers, those with a formal agricultural education, and female farmers are more 

likely to pursue certification. Additionally, farm-level factors like irrigation level and farming type, along 

with access to extension services and agricultural print media, positively influence farmers' intentions. 

Farmers' willingness to take risks and their concern for the environment were also significant drivers. The 

low rate of organic certification among Albanian farmers is primarily due to a lack of awareness and 

knowledge, rather than a lack of interest. The study suggests that policies should focus on providing 

technical assistance and financial incentives to encourage wider adoption. Enhancing access to 

agricultural media and extension services could further boost certification rates by improving farmers' 

understanding of its benefits.  

Keywords: organic farming; organic certification; Albania; determinants of adoption 
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Abstract: Modern agriculture drives global environmental degradation. Integrating Indigenous 

Ecological Knowledge (IEK) offers a pathway to sustainability, yet adoption is hindered by policy gaps 

and a poor understanding of farmer decision-making. This study investigates the socio-behavioral drivers 

and barriers to IEK integration among Indigenous and non-Indigenous farmers in the Southwest United 

States. This study uses a mixed-methods design. Structured surveys will quantitatively assess farmer 

knowledge, risk perceptions, and cultural attitudes, analyzed via statistical modeling. These findings will 

be contextualized with qualitative data from semi-structured interviews with farmers, Indigenous 

leaders, and experts to understand the lived experiences behind adoption decisions. [Anticipated] I expect 

to find that socio-behavioral factors, such as cultural biases and knowledge gaps, are more significant 

predictors of adoption than demographics. Direct contact with Indigenous communities is hypothesized 

to positively correlate with adoption rates. The analysis will also identify key institutional barriers and 

effective incentives, producing a model of the decision-making process. The findings will argue for policy 

shifts that support knowledge co-creation, validate IEK as a scientific framework, and foster respectful 

relationships between Indigenous knowledge holders and the broader agricultural community to build 

resilient food systems.  

Keywords: indigenous ecological knowledge; sustainable agriculture; technology adoption; farmer 

decision-making 
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Abstract: The full-scale phase of the Russian-Ukrainian war has severely affected all aspects of 

Ukrainians’ everyday life. Shifts in food consumption patterns have emerged as one of the most notable 

market trends. To investigate changes in Ukrainians’ food consumption behavior, a comprehensive 

methodological approach was employed, combining descriptive analysis, formalization and 

generalization, logical procedures of analysis and synthesis, empirical observation, inductive reasoning, 

as well as the examination of dynamic trends and structural transformations. The structure of Ukrainian 

consumers’ baskets has shifted toward essential items, lower-cost products, and goods with longer shelf 

lives. Eating habits and dietary patterns have changed significantly, particularly among internally 

displaced persons, Ukrainians who have relocated abroad, and those who joined the Armed Forces. The 

popularity of online grocery shopping has grown, both for safety reasons and for convenience. The most 

notable trends are the increase in the intensity of such purchases among older age groups and among 

Ukrainians abroad. Panic buying, disordered eating behaviors, impulsive stockpiling observed during 

the first weeks of the war have been replaced by a more rational approach to consumption, which has 

become the primary strategy for Ukrainians striving to ensure food security amid prolonged full-scale 

hostilities. Focus on brand status has shifted toward supporting local producers, with an emphasis on 

assistance to the Armed Forces. Psychologically, preparing traditional or favorite dishes became 

particularly meaningful. War-induced changes in Ukrainians’ food consumption behavior occurred in 

various contexts, from economic to psychological. The specifics of these patterns depend on the particular 

life circumstances of different groups.  

Keywords: Russian-Ukrainian war; consumption patterns; buying behavior 
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Abstract: In the context of climate change and the growing need for landscape adaptation, the recreational 

use of watercourses is becoming an increasingly integral part of integrated planning and sustainable 

water resource management. Especially in cross-border regions, it is important to define a unified 

methodological assessment framework that takes into account the diverse interests and approaches of the 

involved stakeholders. The aim of the study was to analyze and evaluate the recreational potential of a 

selected cross-border river and its adjacent floodplain. Data were obtained through interviews with 

representatives of relevant stakeholders. To assess selected sections of the Vlára River, a comprehensive 

and integrated evaluation approach was used, based on the application of existing utilitarian methods for 

landscape assessment, river modification, and recreation according to Lampartová (2016). The results 

present the findings from stakeholder interviews and the evaluation of selected sections of the cross-

border Vlára River using the above-mentioned methodological approach. River managers can use the 

results as a basis for future planning of modifications aimed at making the river and its adjacent floodplain 

more accessible for cultural and recreational use. 

Keywords: rivers; methods; cultural and recreational potential; society; planning 
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Abstract: According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), food security exists when all people 

have physical, social, and economic access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food that meets their dietary 

needs and preferences for an active, healthy life (FAO, 1996). In Ghana, a developing country in sub-

Saharan Africa, dietary patterns are shaped by diverse cultural practices and ethnic identities. In 2016, 

about 5% of the population was food insecure, with an additional two million considered vulnerable 

(Darfour & Rosentrater, 2016). Food identity is how individuals relate to food culturally and socially, and 

this plays a significant role in dietary habits and nutritional outcomes. Understanding this relationship is 

key to addressing food insecurity, especially in rapidly urbanizing areas like Accra. This study 

investigates the dietary patterns associated with various food identities in communities within the Greater 

Accra Region. It explores how societal factors such as cultural norms, income levels, and geographic 

location influence food consumption and food security. Using a quantitative research design, data will be 

collected from households in Accra across diverse socioeconomic and geographic strata to ensure 

representativeness.  Findings will provide insights into how food identity influences food security and 

inform policy recommendations that incorporate cultural and social considerations to improve dietary 

outcomes and access to nutritious food in Accra.  The study aims to identify distinctive food identities 

and their corresponding dietary patterns, assess their impact on nutritional intake and food security, and 

evaluate the broader social drivers of food access.   

Keywords: food security; food identity; dietary patterns; developing country 
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Abstract: The current project focuses on the development and transformation of Eurasianism – an 

ideological and political movement that emerged in the interwar Europe of the 1920s in the intellectual 

milieu of Russian emigration. During the 20th century Eurasianism underwent a series of transformations 

and, since the early 1990s, has regularly resonated in Russian foreign policy. Until now, research on 

Eurasianism has mostly focused on interwar Eurasianism and post-Soviet neo-Eurasianism, leaving the 

important Cold War period without sought-after academic attention. The main objective of the research 

is to fill the blind spot in the study of Eurasianism and follow the development of historiographic concepts 

of Eurasianism in the milieu of Soviet academia and Russian nationalist movement during the Cold War. 

The project introduces a revised concept of trans-Eurasianism that seeks to be used along with the already 

established research areas of interwar Eurasianism and post-Soviet neo-Eurasianism. At the center of the 

project stands the extensive research of personal, epistolary, and mediated contact between selected 

representatives of interwar Eurasianism (geographer P. N. Savicky and historian G. V. Vernadsky) and 

related Soviet intellectuals (ethnologist L. N. Gumilev and literary scholar and publicist V. V. Kozhinov). 

The research is based on the comparative approach to the primary and secondary sources and elaborates 

on the advanced digital analysis of unpublished archival documents located in Prague, Saint Petersburg, 

and New York. I argue that while retaining the same name and vocabulary, in the post-Stalinist 

intellectual milieu, initial Eurasianist ideas began to be filled with different content and associated with 

new narratives undergoing extreme radicalization, narrowing, and conceptual deformation, which 

heavily affected their later post-Soviet reception.  
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Abstract: This paper presents the results of an interdisciplinary project focused on promoting sustainable 

development in Chubynske village, a rural community located in the Kyiv region of Ukraine. The project 

took place during environmental challenges and war-related damage to protected areas, including the 

national landscape reserve «Khutir Chubynskyi». The main idea was to combine scientific research, 

educational activities and community involvement to raise environmental awareness and promote 

sustainable practices. We used mixed methods, including an analysis of EU environmental education 

models, research on local needs, and feedback from participants in virtual sessions. Teachers, students, 

and community leaders participated in the project. The results and materials were published online to 

reach a wider audience and ensure a lasting impact. The results show that environmental education based 

on local nature and culture and supported by research institutions, helps rural communities become more 

resilient and develop sustainably. Virtual formats allowed continuation despite security issues, improve 

environmental knowledge, and empower local people. This approach can be useful for other rural areas 

facing similar problems. Key activities included creating a virtual eco-trail, preparing educational 

materials such as videos, presentations, and calendars, and organizing virtual tours for schoolchildren 

and local residents. European, mainly Czech, environmental education methods were adapted to local 

needs, focusing on the importance of old-growth forests and cultural heritage.  
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Abstract: The Third Mission (TM) of higher education institutions (HEIs) has gained importance 

worldwide as a framework for universities to contribute to society beyond teaching and research. In 

Ukraine, this expansion is particularly significant in strengthening university-community relationships, 

supporting innovation, and contributing to regional development. Dissemination – understood as 

effective communication of knowledge, practices, and outcomes – plays a key role in making the Third 

Mission visible and impactful for different stakeholders. This study highlights dissemination as a central 

tool for advancing the TM in Ukrainian HEIs, drawing on experiences from the Universities-

Communities: Strengthening Cooperation (UNICOM) project, an Erasmus+ initiative linking Ukrainian 

and European universities. Dissemination approaches analyzed include institutional websites and social 

media, public events (lectures, workshops, conferences), policy briefs and case studies, media 

cooperation, peer-to-peer learning, academic publications, participation in policy forums, targeted staff 

training, and community partnerships. These approaches demonstrated clear benefits: increased TM 

visibility, strengthened stakeholder trust, and enabled knowledge sharing with local and international 

partners. Public events facilitated knowledge exchange, while policy briefs provided evidence of societal 

contributions. Academic publications positioned Ukrainian universities in European debates, and 

community partnerships created sustainable practices reinforcing universities' social value. 

Dissemination transforms the TM from conceptual framework into visible, practical activity benefiting 

universities and society. Ukrainian universities, by adopting systematic dissemination strategies, can 

enhance their role as socially engaged institutions, improve their national and international standing, and 

build trust-based partnerships. UNICOM provides an effective model for embedding dissemination into 

TM practices.  
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Abstract: The topic of financial inclusion is widely discussed in global communities, with universities, 

scholars, and educators engaged as both experts in the development of financial services and as 

beneficiaries of these services. The aim of the study is to investigate the role and classification of 

approaches of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in promoting financial inclusion in the context of the 

third mission of universities. Analysis of institutional activity: to classify the approaches; content analysis 

of university documents concerning their third mission and financial inclusion initiatives; case studies of 

specific examples of the implementation of financial literacy programs. Financial inclusion is developing 

in HEIs based on the following approaches: 1) integration into institutional operations through the 

implementation of financial inclusion elements for the student and academic communities; 2) research 

focus on conducting academic research in the field of financial inclusion; 3) project-based implementation 

of financial inclusion; 4) provision of financial education and various courses to enhance financial literacy. 

Financial inclusion in HEIs can be defined as a set of information, educational, and support services in 

the area of access to and use of financial resources, products, and services for increasing of financial well-

being of students, staff, and community. Such services should be developed considering innovative 

approaches and the potential of HEI and, accordingly, with special attention to vulnerable groups, for 

ensuring social stability, humanitarian assistance, and sustainable economic reconstruction. 
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Abstract: This report aims to systematize and analyze the approaches, practices and results of the 

implementation of the third mission at the Ukrainian State University named after Dragomanov (DUSU) 

within the framework of European standards. The main attention is paid to the practices of social 

inclusion, intersectoral cooperation and sustainable development. The analysis is based on the research 

and practical activities of the Faculty of Special and Inclusive Education, participation in international 

projects such as Erasmus+, in particular Jean Monnet projects, and KA2 projects such as UNICOM, as well 

as examples of cooperation with local communities and civil society organizations. The material presented 

is based on scientific publications, reports on educational and social project implementation, and 

empirical data collected through the university’s internal studies. This approach makes it possible not 

only to consolidate existing experiences but also to identify future directions for advancing the third 

mission under conditions of uncertainty and societal transformation. At DUSU, special priority is placed 

on the field of social inclusion and the training of professionals capable of effectively working with 

heterogeneous populations. The university develops and implements educational modules, research 

projects, and practical initiatives aimed at enhancing social cohesion and inclusiveness, while fostering of 

national and international expert networks and partnerships. Integrating a strong social component into 

Ukraine’s development strategy is essential for achieving inclusive and sustainable progress. By 

prioritizing social cohesion, addressing economic inequality, and implementing inclusive policies, 

Ukraine can build a more resilient and just society on its path to European integration and post-conflict 

recovery.  
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Abstract: Universities can actively shape ecological thinking from early childhood by co-creating 

children’s picturebooks that “translate” scientific knowledge into multimodal, affective narratives. 

Drawing on a desk study and mapping, this research assembled a corpus of university-affiliated 

ecological picturebooks published between 2015 and 2025. A mixed-methods design combined qualitative 

content analysis with process-tracing and comparative case studies. Coding templates traced links 

between academic research, public engagement, and picturebook production, enabling systematic 

comparison of benefits and constraints. Findings revealed consistent patterns: university involvement 

correlated with systems-oriented language, interdisciplinary framing, and guided activities fostering 

critical reflection. Case studies highlighted benefits such as enhanced public trust in science through 

affective storytelling, creation of culturally specific materials reflecting local ecologies, training of cross-

disciplinary communicators, and integration of sustainability-oriented curricula and practices. 

Challenges included balancing simplification with accuracy, overcoming disciplinary silos, ensuring 

equity and representation through community co-creation, and sustaining impact via long-term 

partnerships with schools and libraries. University-led picturebooks thus emerge as a tangible expression 

of the Third Mission, “translating” scholarly knowledge into accessible pedagogical artifacts that nurture 

ecological literacy. Scalable impact requires balancing rigor with narrative openness, fostering co-creative 

partnerships, and removing institutional barriers to collaboration. .  
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