


HUMTANK

• Established in 2014. 

• A  collaboration between 14 Swedish universities. 

• Two directors.

• One advisory board. 



In order to meet the challenges of our democratic society, Sweden needs high-
quality research on history, language, religion, art, culture and philosophy.



ACTIVITIES

• Seminars and panel discussions
• Participating in key national events
• Dialogue with policymakers
• Blog and social media
• International contacts
• The Humtank prize



REPORTS

• To get our messages across in a 
format that allows for greater impact
and reflection.  

• To stay up to date of current research 
in the humanities, knowledge policy, 
etc. and to communicate it, interpret it, 
etc.
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WHAT IS RESEARCH COMMUNICATION?

• Researchers communicating research and wider professional knowledge
to non-academic stakeholders.

• Brokerage?

• Not just one-way communication



FROM MEDIATION TO COLLABORATION

• An overlooked component of the concept of collaboration.

• Humanistic innovations

• Are we on the verge of a paradigm shift? 

• The importance of civic education and the maintenance of democratic
dialogue. 

• Do the humanities bear a special responsibility?



SCHOLARS WANT TO COMMUNICATE MORE!

Lack of time.

Not part of the job description.

Uncertain value of collaboration.

Can you become too popular? 

Risk of hatred and threats.



HUMTANK RECOMENDS:

Strengthening the mediation component of the concept of cooperation;

Clarifying the meaning of collaboration in employment and promotion procedures;

Establishing formal opportunities for research brokerage;

Developing the infrastructure for research brokerage.



RESEARCH COMMUNICATION – A NATIONAL MATTER? 




