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Social
Cohesion

A cohesive society works
towards the well-being of
all its members, fights
exclusion and
marginalisation, creates a
sense of belonging,
promotes trust, and offers its
members the opportunity of
upward social mobility”.
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Social Cohesion and third mission
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Social cohesion
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Social cohesion and third mission

Documents by subject area

Other (7.9%)

Computer Scienc... (1.4%)

Earth and Plane... (2.3%) — ¢
Environmental S... (2.8%) @
Psychology (3.2%)

— Social Sciences... (41.2%)
Engineering (4.6%)

Economics, Econ... (5.1%)

Medicine (7.4%) il

Business, Manag... (8.3%) -

Arts and Humani... (15.7%)




Co-funded by
the European Union

ILe Bon

- Types of groupsfconmununities,. and their psycholagical
characteristics:

Coolew

- Frimary groups, intimate face-fo-face commumnication,
cooperation and conflict, and social disossanization:

McBDougall
* Group cohesion a= the intrinsic callective mentality with
levels of reciprocity and a comummon way of fecling:

Festinger, Back and Schachter

s Group cohesion as the total field of forces which act on
mrcmbers to rcorain in the growug:

- Influcence and initiative, task competence, and like-dislike:

French and Raven
= Social power in groups: {Extension of Lewin's work):

Janis

= Fresswures for conformitly in groups:

Stokes

= Cuality of intimate topics shared. balanced risk-taking
attitudes:

Maxwell

= Social Cohesion as a process of building shared values,
redwcing disparitics, and share the same commumnity swith
the same challengeoes;

Adaluaf
- Social cohesion as the sense of a nation with its distinctive
traditions, culture and language:

Beauvais
- Social Cohwsion as amn on-going procoess, with known groap
stractures, levels of seolidarity and shared values bebweesn
individwals, and mochanisms o soflve canflicts:
- Sense of belonging. inciusion, participation, recognition.
and Iegitionacy:

Jeanmnnotte

- Social cohbcesion as thae ongoing process of doeveloping &
community of shared values, shared challenges and egqual
opportunities, based on a sense of trust, reciprocity, and
hopc:

OECD

- Social cohesion as a characteristic of a group that works
fowards the weoell-Deins of §fs members, fights exclasion,
Fosters a sense of belongines and trast. and offers upward
mobility to its members;

- Life satisfaction. trust, social behaviowur, suicide. and voting;,

Larsen

- Swocial cohesion as the belief that citizens have on a siven
mation that shares » moral compass, and the amonnt of
individaals trusting each other

kl'n-s—l. and malti caltaralison:

Durkheimm

- Social Cobhesion as a characteristic of socicty that shows
the interdependence between individuals;:

-Shared loyaltices. mutual moral support, social capital,
Iack of social conflict, strong social bands, trust:

Freud
- Social cohesion as the identification across individaals
in primary groups that share the same characteristicos:

Lewin

- Cohesion as a group characteristic that depoends on its
size, organirzation and intimmacy:

= Individual behaviouwr, sodcial environments

Cartwright
= Individual behaviour, formal and informal control:
(Extension of Lowin's swork);

IHHomans

= Social cohcsion as the valuc of rocwards in & group: the
higher the value of revwards, the bisger the gmroup's
cohesion:

Iott and Lottt

- CSroup cohesion as the amount and stength of reciprocal
positive attitudes among individuals:

- Doemroe of liking:

Granovetter
Overlap of individuals” fricndship ncetworks:

Optalalata 2026000

Braaten

e CGhroup cohesion as the equivalent of good relationships
for the individuals thhat help thhens become thie pesrson they
strive to bhe:

- Attraction and bonding, support and caring. listeming and
empathy, seif-disclosure and feedback, and process

Pperformance and gosl attaioonent:

Lockwood \

- Swovcial cobesion as thhe strengtis of primary and secondary
netfworks that are voluntary and lack traditional crime:
Social cohesion and civic society:

Council of Europc

- Social cohesion as the capacity of a sociely to ensure the
well-being of all its moembers, minimizing disparitics and
avoiding marginalization:

relations and shared values, sense of belonging., trust, &
redwuction of ineqgualities and exclasion:

FParsons \

Social cohwesion as degrees of order and stability pat
togcthoer by certain shared values and nvorms (social
capital) in society:

CTommon goais, and moral and behaviouaral narms; /

Reciprocal loyalty and solidarity, strengths of social )
st

Un aUalatalat

Bl ocfinitions of Social Cohesion
- Researched factors linked to Social Cohesion
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Social Cohesion
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HE

» Higher education must play its part in fackling
Europe’s social and democratic challenges.
This means ensuring that higher education is

INnclusive and that its institutions are well
connected to their communities.



HEIS

» HE[s are expected to ‘incorporate ethical, social and
environmental principles and values within their main
functions and this must be achieved from a perspective
based on safisfying the needs and expectations of
stakeholders.’ (Larrdn Jorge and Andrades Pena 2017,




THIRD MISSION

» Within the broad area of research on higher education, recent decades
have withessed strong interest in the social responsibility of higher
education institutions (Larrdn Jorge and Andrades Pena 2017; Godonoga
and Sporn 2022).

» Social responsibility theoretical approaches (in particular, stakeholder and
legitimacy theories) and highlight

= (i) how HEls build up legitimisation subject to pressure from the institutional
environment (Lounsbury and Zhao ,2013)

» (ii) the factors shaping their legitimacy and accountability to multiple
stakeholders (Suchman ,1995).



Third Mission

Making higher education systems inclusive and connected to society requires providing the right
conditions for students of different backgrounds to succeed. This goes beyond the question of offering
financial support to disadvantaged groups, although this is vital for those from low-income backgrounds.

To ensure that the student body entering and graduating from European higher education institutions
reflects'the diversity of Europe’s population, improved access and completion rates by disadvantaged
and ydnderrepresented groups should be targeted. To this end, national authorities and higher education
inspitutions should:

ake a holistic look at how admission, teaching and assessment are organised
put measures in place to mentor students
provide both academic and non-academic support

Strategies to help disadvantaged and underrepresented students access and go on to complete higher
education are a promising way of achieving these objectives. Flexible study options (part-time or online)
and more widespread recognition of prior learning are also required to make higher education more
accessible, particularly for adult learners.
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